Vercirnon for the treatment of Crohn's disease.
CCR9 antagonism is a promising new therapeutic approach for the treatment of Crohn's disease. CCR9 is expressed on the cell surface of memory/effector CD4(+) T cells and selectively binds to the small intestinal lymphocyte chemoattractant CCL25 (TECK). Blockade of the CCR9/CCL25 interaction inhibits lymphocyte homing to the intestinal mucosa, thereby limiting inflammation and disease at this site. This review details the current research on CCR9 antagonism and summarizes available clinical trial data for vercirnon , a selective CCR9 antagonist currently under development. If the results of ongoing large-scale clinical trials of vercirnon are in line with preliminary reports, CCR9 antagonism may have comparable efficacy to anti-TNF therapies and a potentially superior safety profile, making it the latest addition to the growing arsenal of immunomodulatory drug therapies available to combat Crohn's disease. Moreover, since vercirnon is an oral drug, its associated costs will likely be much lower than expensive infusion-based anti-TNF therapies, providing further economic benefits.